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	Parents and Carers Code of Conduct



Maidstone Canoe Club would like all parents and carers of juniors who belong to the Club to pay attention to the following points:

· Encourage your child to learn the rules and compete within them.

· Discourage unfair play and arguing with officials.

· Help your child to recognise good performance, not just results.

· Never force your child to take part in sport.

· Set a good example by recognising fair play and applauding good performances of all.

· Never punish or belittle a child for losing or making mistakes.

· Publicly accept officials' judgments.

· Support your child's involvement and help them to enjoy their sport.

· Use correct and proper language at all times.

· Encourage and guide performers to accept responsibility for their own performance and behaviour.

· Check that the coaches are available at the session, as on some Sunday paddles there are not always coaches on the water.
· Ensure that your child has spare clothes and a towel
· When leaving your child at the Club, the following procedure must be adhered to in order to ensure your child’s safety:
you must hand their child over directly to one of our Responsible Paddlers, and ensure that this Responsible Paddler is prepared to take responsibility for their child for the duration of the session.
A list of Responsible Paddlers will be posted at the Club and on the website.  This is a list of  DBS-checked, competent volunteers who may be willing to take responsibility for your child on the water.  It is not a “duty rota”, and these paddlers may be unable or unwilling to supervise children on any given session.  You MUST ensure that a Responsible Paddler is actually willing to take your child on that session – please don’t just assume “someone will look after them” 
Parents or carers must also give the Responsible Paddler a waterproof document with an emergency contact name, telephone number, and details of any relevant medical conditions. Junior Membership Cards have space on the back to write this information; there are also waterproof paper and pencils kept at the Club.
At the end of the session, the parent or carer must collect the child promptly.  They must speak to the Responsible Paddler and ensure they know that the child has been collected.  They must collect the waterproof document at the same time.
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